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FRANCINE ORR Los Angeles Times 


LOS ANGELES’ homeless population is 25,237, according to the latest count, and encampments remain a 
fact of life in neighborhoods throughout the city. Above, homeless people on North Spring Street. 


Mayor’s goal for getting 
people off street is 2028 


Garcetti says homelessness can be halved in 5 years 


By DAKOTA SMITH 
AND DOUG SMITH 


Los Angeles Mayor Eric 
Garcetti knows the perils of 
offering bold pronounce- 
ments about taming home- 
lessness in L.A. 

During his first mayoral 
campaign in 2013, he vowed 
to end chronic homeless- 
ness. Once in office, Garcetti 
said he would find housing 
for the city’s homeless veter- 
ans, first by 2015 and then 
2016, before scrapping a 
timeline altogether. 

Garcetti now seeks to cut 
the city’s “unsheltered” 
populationin halfin the next 
five years and reduce it to 
“functional zero” by 2028 — 
the final year offunding from 
the Measure H and Pro- 


‘Trump’s 
personal 
scandals 


piling up 
in courts 


By MARK Z. BARABAK 
AND MICHAEL FINNEGAN 


President Trump faced 
new legal and political jeop- 
ardy Tuesday as a former 
Playboy Playmate and al- 
leged paramour sued to 
break a confidentiality 
agreement and a judge re- 
jected his move to quash a 
lawsuit stemming from a 
charge of sexual assault. 

The developments, com- 
ing on opposite coasts, 
promised months — if not 
years — of legal skirmishing, 
keeping Trump’s personal 
conduct at the fore of this 
election season and compli- 
cating GOP efforts to pro- 
tect their congressional ma- 
jorities in November. 

The White House and Re- 
publican leaders on Capitol 
Hill responded with silence. 

Even as special counsel 
Robert S. Mueller III probes 
Russian interference in the 
2016 campaign and investi- 
gates Trump’s tangled fi- 
nancial dealings, the presi- 
dent is confronting sala- 
cious accusations from his 
days as a footloose — albeit 
married — reality TV star 
and man about Manhattan. 

In three separate law- 
suits, he is accused of sexu- 
ally mauling a former con- 

[See Trump, A8] 
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MAYOR Eric Garcetti’s spokeswoman said he set 


new homelessness goals last fall. They drew little 
notice until he began discussing them this year. 


position HHH ballot mea- 
sures, spokeswoman Anna 
Bahr said this week. 

“The mayor set goals that 
establish a realistic timeline 
to end homelessness,” Bahr 
said in an email. 

Functional zero means 
that there will “always be 
people who are homeless or 
at risk of becoming home- 
less” but they are quickly 
identified and provided 
housing, Bahr said. 

Bahr said the mayor es- 
tablished the goals last fall. 
But they drew little notice 
until he began discussing 
them at public events this 
year. Some City Council 
members said Tuesday that 
they were unaware ofthe tar- 
get dates. 

The mayor’s timetable 


[See Garcetti, A14] 


AL SEIB Los Angeles Times 
AIMING to protect her Montecito home, Candra Emmeluth, right, gets help Tue- 
day from daughter Jamie as son Brett, left, fills sandbags with daughter Curyn. 


Bracing for more trouble 
from the latest rainstorm 


Montecito residents, 
wary from recent fires 
and floods, fear the 
possibility of new 
destructive mudslides. 


By MELISSA ETEHAD, 
JOSEPH SERNA AND 
ALENE TCHEKMEDYIAN 


MONTECITO, Calif. — It 
started four months ago, 
when the largest fire on 
record in California history 
besieged this upscale coast- 
alenclave. 

Soon after, heavy rains 
sent tons of mud, boulders 


and debris crashing into 
Montecito neighborhoods — 
killing 21 people in what was 
the state’s deadliest flood- 
ing in decades. 

Now, forecasters are pre- 
dicting more trouble for the 
beleaguered town. The most 
powerful rainstorm of the 
year is expected to deliver a 
direct hit to areas burned in 
the Thomas fire, bringing 
with it fears of new destruc- 
tive mudslides. Authorities 
have ordered about 21,000 
residents in Santa Barbara 
County to flee, marking the 
sixth evacuation since De- 
cember for some. 

“Tve gotten to the point 
where I just leave all my im- 
portant documents in a zip- 


lock bag, ready to take ata 
moment’s notice,” said Mon- 
tecito resident Ashley May- 
field. 

She spent Tuesday 
morning checking off her to- 
do list: Take out the garbage, 
check the mail, pack the car. 
About 10 a.m., deputies 
came knocking. 

“They’ve realized no- 
where is safe and that we 
need to get out,” Mayfield 
said. “Evacuating is the fair 
thing for us to do. It’s not fair 
to put the lives of emergency 
responders at risk by stay- 
ing.” 

The storm, a bloated at- 
mospheric river of tropical 
moisture known as a “pine- 

[See Rainstorm, Ati] 
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Bodycam 
video from 
LAPD to be 


made public 


Commission votes to 
reverse policy, to help 
‘build public trust,’ but 
some fear footage may 
hurt investigations. 


By KATE MATHER 


The Los Angeles Police 
Department’s years-long 
practice of keeping video 
from body cameras and pa- 
trol cars under wraps will 
soon end after the agency’s 
civilian bosses approved a 
policy Tuesday that requires 
the release of recordings in 
the future. 

The 4-0 vote by the Police 
Commission marks a dram- 
atic turnaround for a de- 
partment that refused to 
make such footage public 
even as it rolled out thou- 
sands of body cameras to of- 
ficers in recent years. 

The new approach will 
give the public a firsthand 
look at some ofthe most cru- 
cial moments involving the 
LAPD, including shootings 
by officers, deaths that oc- 


cur in their custody and 
other encounters when they 
use force that kills or seri- 
ously injures someone. 

“Transparency and ac- 
countability are the bed- 
rocks of building public 
trust,” said Commissioner 
Shane Murphy Goldsmith, 
who helped draft the policy. 
“The public has aright to see 
these videos.” 

The implications could 
be felt beyond Los Angeles, 
as the release of video has 
become acentralissue in the 
push for greater transpar- 
ency in policing. Law en- 
forcement agencies across 
the country are still strug- 
gling with when and how to 
release video — if at all. 
In California, lawmakers’ 
attempts at a statewide 
answer have repeatedly 
stalled, leaving a patchwork 
of policies with varying de- 
grees of public access. 

Matt Johnson, the com- 
mission’s vice president who 
spearheaded the policy re- 
versal, said he and others 
hoped the LAPD’s new ap- 
proach would become a 
model for other agencies. 

[See Video, A10] 


‘Psychographic’ 
wizardry or 
psychobabble? 


Some Republicans 
heard Cambridge 
Analytica’s election 
data pitch and found it 
to be digital snake oil. 


By EvAN HALPER 


WASHINGTON — When 
Cambridge Analytica offi- 
cials met GOP strategist 
Mike Murphy at the start of 
the 2016 presidential cam- 
paign, their pitch was slick 
and full of swagger — but af- 
ter a little probing, Murphy 
ultimately found it to be full 
ofnonsense. 

At the time, a meeting 
with Murphy was in high de- 
mand. He was heading 
Right to Rise, a PAC that 
was practically printing 
money, ultimately raising 
$118 million in its unsuccess- 
ful effort to elect Jeb Bush. 
Murphy’s team concluded 
that Cambridge Analytica 
had nothing to offer other 
than hype. 

Disclosures this week 


that the firm used massive 
amounts of data from Face- 
book to develop profiles of 
American voters to help 
Donald Trump’s campaign 
have generated a public im- 
age of Cambridge Analytica 
as devious masterminds of 
electoral manipulation. A 
secretly videotaped inter- 
view in which the firm’s CEO 
lays out how it could help cli- 
ents blackmail rivals only fu- 
eled that perception. 

But some GOP cam- 
paign professionals, data 
scholars and former clients 
offer a very different tale. 

“They were telling me 
what they had to sell was 
more advanced than any- 
thing I had ever seen before,” 
Murphy said of the now-em- 
battled firm’s promise to use 

[See Cambridge, A11] 


Facebook’s execs 
keep low profile 
CEO Mark Zuckerberg 
and COO Sheryl Sand- 
berg are staying mum on 
the data scandal. A good 
PR strategy? BUSINESS, C1 
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The last of his kind 


Sudan, the last male northern white rhinoceros, has 
died in Kenya, officials said, spelling almost certain 
extinction for one of Africa’s iconic species. Only 
two female rhinos of the species remain. WORLD, A3 
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g spe ' Rain at times. 
case intensifies TA Basin: 69/60. B6 
A fifth explosion takes | 


place, but investigators 
discover a package with 
a device that didn’t go 
off. NATION, A6 
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